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The omnibus had stopped at the West India Dock Station. Beyond the gate into the Dock, a line of warehouses stretched for over half a mile to the left, and above their roofs the masts of ships and the jibs of cranes pointed to the grey sky like skeletal fingers. Ruby in the Smoke by Philip Pullman

In the extract below, taken from a novel set in 19th century London, Sally Lockhart has just entered a deprived area of the city.


They set off to the right, towards the river. They passed the large square Dock Offices, where she supposed her father must have come many times on business, and then turned down an alley and into a maze of courts and side streets. Some of them were not even named, but Frederick knew the way, and never hesitated. Barefoot children, ragged and filthy, played among the rubbish and the streams of stinking water that trickled thickly over the cobbles. Women standing in their doorways fell silent as they passed, and stared with hostile eyes, arms folded, until they had gone by. They look so old, thought Sally; even the children had pinched, old-men’s faces, with wrinkled brows and tight-drawn lips. Once they came on a group of men at the entrance to a narrow court. Some were leaning on the wall, some squatting on doorsteps. Their clothes were torn and clotted with dirt, their eyes were full of hatred, and one of them stood up and two others shifted away from the wall as Frederick and Sally approached, as if to challenge their right to pass. But Frederick did not change his pace. He walked straight up to the entrance, and the men drew aside at the last moment, looking away. 
“Unemployed, poor fellows,” said Frederick when they’d turned the corner. “It’s either the street corner or the workhouse, and who’d choose the workhouse?”
“But there must be jobs on the ships, or at the docks, or something. People always want workers, don’t they?”
“No, they don’t. You know, Sally, there are things in London that make opium look no more harmful than tea.” 
She supposed he meant poverty, and as she looked around she had to agree.



Section A: Reading
Answer all questions in this section.
You are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section. 

01	Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 4.
	List four things from this part of the text that we learn about the West India Docks. 
[4 marks]
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




02      Look in detail at this extract from lines 6 to 19 of the source.
			How does the writer use language here to describe the setting?

  	You could include the writer’s choice of: 
· words and phrases 
· language features and techniques 
· sentence forms. 																			[8 marks] 
Barefoot children, ragged and filthy, played among the rubbish and the streams of stinking water that trickled thickly over the cobbles. Women standing in their doorways fell silent as they passed, and stared with hostile eyes, arms folded, until they had gone by. They look so old, thought Sally; even the children had pinched, old-men’s faces, with wrinkled brows and tight-drawn lips. Once they came on a group of men at the entrance to a narrow court. Some were leaning on the wall, some squatting on doorsteps. Their clothes were torn and clotted with dirt, their eyes were full of hatred, and one of them stood up and two others shifted away from the wall as Frederick and Sally approached, as if to challenge their right to pass.






















	Candidate Answer
	Which Band?

	The writer uses the destitute inhabitants to symbolise and parallel the deplorable setting in which they live. The semantic field of poverty is used when the writer explains that the children are ‘barefoot,’ ‘ragged’ and ‘filthy.’ All three adjectives imply that the children, symbols of innocence, are deprived of the basic necessities: clean water and clothing. This idea is reinforced by the metaphor ‘streams of stinking water’ as the plural noun ‘streams’ implies that sewage flows freely throughout the setting, contaminating anything and anyone it comes into contact with with its repugnant stench, including the helpless children who are powerless to escape the destitution that encapsulates them.
	

	The writer uses negative language to describe both the setting and its inhabitants. The sensory adjective ‘stinking’ implies that the setting is beset by the stench of sewage running through the streets. This lack of hygiene is reinforced by the description of the children who are ‘barefoot’, ‘ragged’ and ‘filthy.’ These three adjectives connote poverty and suggest that the children are forced to live in these abhorrent conditions as they do not have the means to escape destitution. 
	

	The writer says ‘streams of stinking water’ and the word ‘stinking’ suggests it’s dirty which shows it’s a poor area.
‘Ragged’ and ‘filthy’ show that the people who live there are poor which means it’s not a very nice place to live.
The children are ‘barefoot’ which means they don’t have a lot of money. This might be why they live in a poor area.
	

	The writer uses sensory language when he explains the water is ‘stinking’. This suggests that the setting is unhygienic and sewage runs through it. This also suggests that the people living there don’t have access to clean water and live in a dirty environment. This could also explain why the children are ‘ragged’ and ‘filthy’ as the adjectives suggest that they have no way of keeping themselves clean as they are surrounded by dirt. 
	







Your answer: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
03         You now need to think about the whole of the source. 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

You could write about: 
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning 
• how and why the writer changes the focus as the extract develops 
• any other structural features																	[8 marks]

	Candidate Answer
	Which Band?

	In the beginning we are introduced to the West India docks. In the middle the writer introduces us to two characters who are walking through some streets where poor people live. In the end there is some speech which shows that Frederick understands the poor people and Sally doesn’t. 
	

	At the beginning of the text the reader is introduced to the setting of London when the writer states the ‘jibs of cranes pointed to the grey sky like skeletal fingers’ which creates a sense of foreboding for the reader. In the middle of the text, the writer shifts the focus from West India docks to an area suffering from extreme poverty. He introduces two new characters, who at this point remain unnamed, and reader is taken on a journey through the streets. The writer zooms in on not only the setting and how it is affected by poverty, but the people who live there as well which creates a sense of sympathy for them. At the end, the writer uses dialogue to demonstrate how Frederick is familiar with the suffering of the poor but Sally has never truly understood it; possibly because she’s never been exposed to it, which creates a contrast between their characters.
	

	The writer focuses on the setting of the West India docks at the beginning of the source where ‘jibs of cranes pointed to the grey sky like skeletal fingers.’ He then shifts the focus to two characters and we follow them into a poor part of London. He zooms in on the poor people and we understand how they live. At the end of the source Frederick explains to Sally that the people are poor and can’t get jobs because Sally doesn’t understand. This creates a contrast.
	

	Throughout the text the reader is taken on a journey through a poverty-stricken area of London to emphasise the effects of poverty: the first setting introduced, of ‘jibs of cranes pointed to the grey sky like skeletal fingers’, is a dismal symbol of the wealth of London and indicates to the reader that this is having a dreadful effect on the city. The writer then shifts the focus of the text to introduce two characters, who at this point remain unnamed, and reader is taken on a journey through the  poorest streets of the city, extending the symbolism of the initial image. The writer zooms in on the impoverished setting – the ‘streams of stinking water’ creating a hostile atmosphere. This is paralleled by the writer then zooming in on the people, who ‘stare with hostile eyes’. The idea of poverty and its effects is developed by this focus and the sympathy is created in the reader’s mind.
The writer then uses dialogue to create a contrast between the two walking characters: Sally’s speech - ‘there must be jobs’ - represents the ignorance of the middle classes; Frederick’s response represents knowledge, understanding and empathy and indicates that he is the more knowledgeable of the two. The climax of the extract, when Sally ‘looks around’ at the impoverished setting, reinforces the contrast between these streets and the wealth represented at the beginning of the extract through the description of the docks. 
	


Your answer:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


04         Focus this part of your answer on the second half of the source, from line 14 to the end.

A student, having read this section of the text said, “The writer paints a dark picture of London here; it’s an unwelcoming place.”

To what extent do you agree?

You could write about: 
· your own impression of London in the text
· evaluate how the writer has portrayed it as an unwelcoming place
· support your opinions with reference to the text

[20 marks]


_ 
	Candidate Answer
	Which Band?

	I agree that London is an unwelcoming place when the writer uses the metaphor ‘eyes full of hatred.’ This suggests that the people living there are angry and don’t want to be stuck the setting they are living in. The adjective ‘hatred’ implies that the people are hostile and don’t want stranger like Sally and Frederick there.
	

	I agree because the writer says ‘eyes full of hatred’. This suggests that the people living there are very angry and don’t want Sally and Frederick there. This makes me agree that London is an unwelcoming place as you wouldn’t want to be there with angry people.
	

	I partially agree with the statement as although the setting is presented as unwelcoming due to the intimidating atmosphere created by its inhabitants, the writer also creates feelings of sympathy and enables the reader to understand the reasons behind the occupants’ threatening behaviour. Firstly, the metaphor ‘eyes full of hatred’ implies that the men omit hostile glares to deter Sally and Frederick from encroaching on their territory; the only power they obtain as lower working class citizens. The emotive adjective ‘hatred’ and the verb ‘challenged’ both convey aggressive connotations that emphasise the unwelcoming atmosphere created by the inhabitants – this dilapidated setting is all they have and they do not wish to share it. However, the writer also reveals (through the dialogue of Frederick) that they lack opportunity and options when he refers to them as ‘poor fellows.’ The adjective ‘poor’ detracts from the hostile atmosphere as the inhabitants now appear defensive as opposed to confrontational. They only wish to be left alone with what is theirs; they do not wish to be in the presence of those who represent the very classes who ensure they are deprived of basic human rights.
	

	I completely agree with the statement that London is an unwelcoming place as the writer uses the metaphor ‘eyes full of hatred’ to emphasise the hostility that is omitted by the people who live there. The adjective ‘hatred’ implies that the inhabitants are intimidating and convey negative feelings towards those who don’t belong in the poverty-stricken streets of London. This could imply that despite the fact the setting itself is an unpleasant place to visit yet alone live, it is all the inhabitants have and therefore they attempt to deter anyone who encroaches on their territory.
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Section B: Writing
You are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section. 
Write in full sentences. 
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end.

	05	You are going to enter a creative writing competition. Your entry will be judged by a panel of people of your own age. 

Either: write a description of a busy street as suggested by this picture.
Or: Describe a time when you helped someone.

[24 marks for content and organisation; 16 marks for technical accuracy]

[image: Image result for poverty in the uk]
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